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Session Goals 

• Share information on Common Core 
Standards and new assessments. 

• Provide ideas for supporting your 
students at home. 

• Answer questions about where the 
state and district are headed. 
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This document is related to the analysis and formulation of consortium policies and actions.   

Distribution is not authorized without the express written consent of Smarter Balanced leadership or their designees. 
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Education has never been stagnant; the Common Core and  

Smarter Balanced are part of the normal, important 

progression. 

QUALITY 

At each inflection point people have been nervous, but each time it has been the right thing to move forward. 

Now 

“Proficiency” 
Boost every child to 

proficiency in reading 

and math and start 

gathering the data to 

understand student 

progress 

1990s & 2000s 

1970s & 1980s 

“Results show we look good, 

and we're going to get better.” 

Superintendent, San Marcos 

“I find we're very excited, our 

kids are ready for the 

transition. It's going to be a 

challenge, but it's exactly what 

our kids need to prepare for 

college and go out in the 

work-place.” Deputy 

Superintendent Dominguez, 

Long Beach Unified District 

On API: “It's a quality index of schools 

in California…It tells us a lot,” Long 

Beach teacher 

“Minimum 

competency” 

 
Ensure all HS graduates 

can demonstrate 

“minimum competency” 

“College and career 

readiness” 
Measures individual 

student progress to 

ensure students have 

complex problem-solving 

skills that get them ready 

for careers and college 
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Common Core Big Ideas 
• English Language 

Arts/literacy 

– Build knowledge 
through more non 
fiction and 
informational texts. 

– Reading and writing 
grounded in evidence 
from texts. 

– Practice with complex 
text and its academic 
vocabulary. 

• Mathematics  

– Focus on fewer 
standards at each 
grade level with more 
depth. 

– Coherence and linking 
concepts within and 
across grade levels. 

– Rigor: conceptual 
understanding, fluency 
skills, and application 
to the real world. 
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Time – In and Out of the Text 
1. The shifts require experience within the text – 

building knowledge primarily through reading, 

using evidence that can only be found in text, 

and exposure to academic vocabulary found in 

text. 

2. By grounding the discussion in the text itself, all 

students are given an equal opportunity to 

engage.  The text becomes a shared experience 

in learning about any topic.  
3. Requiring students to persevere through difficult text 

builds critical reading muscles.  
4. Those reading muscles are what students will need to 

be successful in college and career – reading difficult 
subject matter or technical job related information 
without anybody to support them is the critical skill 
necessary for success.  
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Common Core State Standards  
for Mathematics 

 The standards for mathematics: 

• are focused, coherent, and rigorous 

• aim for clarity and specificity 

• stress conceptual understanding of key ideas 

• balance mathematical understanding and 
procedural skill  

• are internationally benchmarked 
 

7 



TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  
of Public Instruction 

Mathematical Proficiency  
as defined by the California Framework (2006) 

Conceptual 
Understanding 

DOING 
MATH 

Problem  
Solving 

Procedural 
Skills 
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Standards for Mathematical Practice 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving 
them. 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning 
of others. 

4. Model with mathematics. 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 

6. Attend to precision. 

7. Look for and make use of structure. 

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.
  

 

 

Describe ways students engage with the subject matter 

throughout the elementary, middle and high school years 
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What do the Practices Mean? 
• Make sense of problems and persevere 

in solving them 

– picture the problem, look for clue words,  pick 
my tools, begin solving 

– when presented with a problem, I can make a 
plan, carry it out and judge its success  

• Reason abstractly and quantitatively 

– Does my answer and strategy make sense, 
what worked and didn’t, use a different 
strategy to check my work, what did I learn 

– I can use reasoning habits to help me 
contextualize and decontexualize problems 10 
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New Standards mean … 

• Changes in instruction 

• Changes in curricula and materials 

• New assessments, K12 and college 

• Changes in K-12 finance 

• Changes in professional development 

• Educator preparation/evaluation 

• New ways to assess school and 
district success 
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Sample Item Teaser 

 
• Swimmers 
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http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm


Sample Item Teaser 

 
• The Contest 

Page 13 



Smarter Balanced Grade 5 Item 

http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm 
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http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm


Smarter Balanced Grade 8 Item 

 

http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm 
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http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm


Smarter Balanced High School Item 

http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm 16 

http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm


TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  
of Public Instruction 

Fundamental Differences in 
Literacy Standards 

• Disciplinary literacy across-the-
curriculum  

• Spotlight on text complexity 
• New grounding in informational texts 

(from 50:50%  to 75:25%) 
• Writing about texts (drawing evidence 

from texts) 
• Particular emphasis on marshaling 

arguments 
• Conducting short, focused research 

projects 
• Focus on academic vocabulary 
• Evidence, evidence, evidence! 

 
S. Pimentel, Primary Author CCSS 
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Goals for Types of Reading 
Materials 

 

Grade  

 

Literary 

 

Informational 

4 50% 50% 

8 45% 55% 

12 30% 70% 

   

18 



TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  
of Public Instruction 

Goals for Writing Types and 
Purposes 

Writing Framework Foundation  
Purposes for and Recommended Writing Types 

 

Grade  

To 

Persuade 

To  

Explain 

To Convey 

Experience 

4 30% 35% 35% 

8 35% 35% 30% 

12 40% 40%  20% 
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Where We Have Been and 
Where We Are Headed! 

20 

  Mathematics ELA/Literacy 
DOK3 DOK4 DOK3 DOK4 

  

Current 

Assessments 

(National) 

  

<2% 

  

0% 

  

20% 

  

2% 

  

New Smarter 

Balanced 

Assessments 

  

49% 

  

21% 

  

43% 

  

25% 

Yuan & Le (2012); Herman & Linn (2013) 



TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  
of Public Instruction 

CCSS GOALS for LEARNING 

  

CAREER Ready 

and 

COLLEGE Ready 

and 

LIFE Ready 
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The Pledge of 

Allegiance  

“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of 

the United States of America and 

to the Republic for which it 

stands, one nation under God, 

indivisible, with liberty and justice 

for all.”  

22 



TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  
of Public Instruction 

Recall, Knowledge, 

Remembering   

“Say the pledge.” 
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Reproduction, Comprehension, 

Understanding   

“Explain what indivisible, 

liberty and justice mean.” 
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“Discuss the meaning of  

‘and to the Republic for  

which it stands’ in terms of  

its importance to the pledge.”  

Complex or 

Strategic Thinking, 

Analysis, Analyzing 
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Explain the distinctions between 

allegiance to “the Flag” vs. 

allegiance to “the republic for 

which it stands,” citing evidence 

from your research.  

Reasoning, Using 

Skills and Concepts, 

Application, Applying 
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Extended Thinking or 

Reasoning, Synthesis,  

Evaluating, Creating 
 

  

    
 

“Write a contract between yourself 

and a friend that includes an 

allegiance to a symbol that 

stands for something you both 

believe in.” 
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Extended Thinking or 

Reasoning,  

Synthesis, Evaluating, 

Creating 
 

  

    
 

“Describe the purpose of the 
pledge and assess how well 

it achieves that purpose.   
Suggest improvements.” 
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Deeper Levels of Thinking 

• Knowledge/Remembering 
 The recall of specifics and universals, 

involving little more than bringing to 
mind the appropriate material” 

• Comprehension/ Understanding 
 Ability to process knowledge on a low 

level such that the knowledge can be 
reproduced or communicated without a 
verbatim repetition. 

• Application/applying 
 The use of abstractions in concrete 

situations 

• Analysis/ Analyzing 
 The breakdown of a situation into its 

component parts 

• Synthesis and Evaluation/ 
Evaluating and Creating 

 Putting together elements & parts to 
form a whole, then making value 
judgments about the method. 

 

• Recall – recall of a fact, 
information 

• Skill/Concept – use of 
information, conceptual 
knowledge, procedures, two or 
more steps, etc. 

• Strategic Thinking – developing a 
plan or sequence of steps, requires 
reasoning, more complex, more 
than one possible answer.   

• Extended Thinking – 
investigation (research) and 
thinking about the process and 
purpose and multiple conditions of 
the problem or task.   

29 



TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  
of Public Instruction 

30 

Depth of Knowledge 
Level 1 Recall 

  Recall of a fact, information, or procedure. 

Level 2 Skill/Concept 

  Use information or conceptual knowledge, 
 two or more steps, etc. 

Level 3 Strategic Thinking 

  Requires reasoning, developing plan or a 
 sequence of steps, some complexity, more 
 than one possible answer. 

Level 4 Extended Thinking 

  Requires an investigation, time to think and 
 process multiple conditions of the problem. 
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Depth of Knowledge (DOKs) 

DOK is a reference to the 
complexity of  mental processing 

that must occur to answer a 
question, perform a task, or 

generate a product. 
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Common Core State Standards bring more breadth and depth by 

emphasizing the full range of thinking skills 

Source: Webb, Norman L. and others, “Web Alignment Tool” 24 July 2005. Wisconsin Center of Educational Research, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2 

Feb 2006 

Describe 

Explain 

Interpret 

Level 

One 

(Recall) 

Level Three 

(Strategic 

Thinking) 

(Extended 

Thinking) 

Level 

Two 

(Skill/ 

Concept) 

Design 

Synthesize 

Connect 

Apply Concepts 

Critique 

Analyze 

Create 

Prove 

Arrange 

Calculate 

Draw 

Repeat Tabulate 

Recognize 

Memorize 

Identify 

Who, What, When, Where, Why 

List 

Name 

Use 

Illustrate 

Measure 

Define 

Recall 
Match 

Graph 

Classify 

Cause/Effect 

Estimate 

Compare 

Relate 

Infer 

Categorize 

Organize 

Interpret 

Predict 

Modify 

Summarize 

Show Construct 

Develop a Logical Argument 

Assess Revise 

Apprise 

Hypothesize 

Investigate 

Critique 
Compare 

Formulate Draw Conclusions 
Explain 

Differentiate 

Use Concepts to Solve 

Non-Routine Problems 

Level 

Four 

E.g., 

Perform 

routine 

procedures 

like 

measuring 

length or 

using 

punctuation 

marks 

E.g., 

Identify and 

summarize 

the major 

events in a 

narrative  

E.g., Conduct a 

project that 

requires 

specifying a 

problem, 

designing and 

conducting an 

experiment, 

analyzing its 

data, and 

reporting 

results/solutions 

E.g., Support 

ideas with details 

and examples, 

design 

investigations 
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How do we tell when a student has 
moved beyond early knowledge to 

deeper levels of understanding? 

• We analyze their performances for 
understanding. 

• We listen to what they say. 

• We examine the assignments they 
complete. 

• We expect they will be able to 
explain, give examples, and 
successfully apply what they have 
learned in new contexts.   33 
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Significant State Milestones 
• New Smarter Balanced Assessments – 

Spring 2015 

– Grades 3-8, and Grade 11 (Literacy and Math) 

• Teachers learning new strategies ongoing 

• New Standards and Assessments for 
Science adopted by State Board September 

• New California English Language 
Development Standards and Assessments 

• Transition to new instructional materials 
ongoing 
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Additional Information 

• CDE Website (http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ ) 

• Nancy Brownell (nbrownell@cde.ca.gov) 

• Rescue District – School and District 
websites (http://rusd-ca.schoolloop.com/ ) 

• Smarter Balanced Practice Tests* 
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/  

• Talk to your child’s teacher(s) and 
principal 
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